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Syngenta Crop Protection launches M2i’s pheromone-based 
technology, EXPLOYO™ Vit, to support wine growers in France  
 

• EXPLOYO™ Vit is a natural, pheromone-based and sprayable solution to improve quality and 
yield of grapes and control pests  

• The technology is certified for organic farming and protects against detrimental pests that 
threaten vineyard cultivation  

• Collaboration with M2i underscores Syngenta Crop Protection’s commitment to offering a 
broad range of sustainable products and technology choices  

 
Basel, Switzerland, May 4, 2022 
 
Syngenta Crop Protection, a leader in biological innovation, and M2i, a leading technology provider 
of pheromone-based crop protection solutions, expand their collaboration and launch EXPLOYO™ 
Vit, a new pheromone-based solution to help wine growers in France effectively manage detrimental 
pests in vines that impact the quality and yield of grapes. The technology targets one of the most 
damaging pests for wine growers, the vine moth Lobesia botrana, which feeds on grapes and infects 
crops with botrytis, a potentially deadly fungus that causes vines to rot.  
 
Authorized and certified for organic farming, EXPLOYO™ Vit is biosourced and natural. It can be 
sprayed directly onto the vines and provides wine growers greater flexibility to better manage their 
crop. Pheromones are natural signaling compounds that effectively control pests by interfering with 
their mating behaviors and preventing their reproduction. Since pheromones are non-toxic and 
species-specific, they help preserve the diversity and abundance of insects and pollinators. 

 
Wine growers across France will be the first to benefit from the new and sustainable solution. Wine 
serves as one of France’s most valuable agricultural products, accounting for around 15 percent of 
agricultural revenue. France produces 16 percent of all wine produced worldwide, and more than 
300,000 jobs in the country are linked to the production and sale of wine. 
 
After the market launch in France, EXPLOYO™ Vit will be rolled out in several wine-producing 
countries in Europe including Spain, Portugal and Greece over the next 12 months, pending 
regulatory approval. The technology will be marketed in Latin America under the name brand 
LOBESIA Pro Spray®. 
 
Corey Huck, Head of Global Biologicals at Syngenta Crop Protection, said, “Our collaboration with 
M2i is a strong example of our commitment to be the partner of choice for leading technology 
providers in the biologicals space. We are committed to driving sustainable agriculture practices and 
are excited to provide wine growers across different markets with a product that helps enhance the 
quality of grapes and fights against key vine pests.”   
 
“M2i has developed this innovation with the grower in mind – leveraging our expertise to provide a 
fundamentally more user friendly and flexible product,” Philippe Guerret, Co-Founder and CEO of 
M2i, said. “We are delighted to see our collaboration with Syngenta enter a new phase through the 
launch of EXPLOYO™ Vit. At the same time, we continue to jointly assess and explore new product 
opportunities where we believe we can deliver more value to growers.” 

 

http://www.syngenta.com/


  

2 

 

About Syngenta 
Syngenta is one of the world’s leading agriculture companies, comprised of Syngenta Crop 
Protection and Syngenta Seeds. Our ambition is to help safely feed the world while taking 
care of the planet.  We aim to improve the sustainability, quality and safety of agriculture 
with world class science and innovative crop solutions. Our technologies enable millions of 
farmers around the world to make better use of limited agricultural resources. Syngenta 
Crop Protection and Syngenta Seeds are part of Syngenta Group. In more than 100 
countries we are working to transform how crops are grown. Through partnerships, 
collaboration and The Good Growth Plan we are committed to accelerating innovation for 
farmers and nature, striving for regenerative agriculture, helping people stay safe and 
healthy and partnering for impact. To learn more visit www.syngenta.com and 
www.goodgrowthplan.com.  
Follow us on Twitter at www.twitter.com/Syngenta, www.twitter.com/SyngentaUS and on 
LinkedIn at www.linkedin.com/company/syngenta  

 

 

About M2i Group 
Founded in 2012, M2i is a French industrial group, expert in the design, formulation and 
production of complex molecules. Thanks to its research laboratory in Lacq (64), 
associated with its plant in Salin de Giraud (13) and its manufacturing center in Parnac 
(46), M2i designs, develops and produces high value-added organic molecules for the life 
sciences and organic agriculture. As such, it has received more than 24 awards, such as 
the Prix Entreprises & Environment 2015 from the French Ministry of Ecology and 
Sustainable Development, the Prix for Green Chemistry in 2015, the RMC PME Trophy 
2016 and in 2017 the European Business Award for Environment from the European 
Commission, and then the Price Pierre Potier for green chemistry for sustainable 
development. In 2018, Les Echos and KPMG selected M2i as one of the 120 companies of 
the future French economy, and EY named M2i "Best born global company” in 2021. M2i 
employs 185 people, including more than a quarter in R&D, and holds 30 families of 
patents protecting its technologies and its innovative product lines. To learn more visit 
www.m2i-lifesciences.com  
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Data protection is important to us. You are receiving this publication on the legal basis of Article 6 para 1 lit. f GDPR 
(“legitimate interest”). However, if you do not wish to receive further information about Syngenta, just send us a brief 
informal message and we will no longer process your details for this purpose. You can also find further details in our privacy 
statement. 

Cautionary Statement Regarding Forward-Looking Statements 
This document may contain forward-looking statements, which can be identified by terminology such as ‘expect’, ‘would’, 
‘will’, ‘potential’, ‘plans’, ‘prospects’, ‘estimated’, ‘aiming’, ‘on track’ and similar expressions. Such statements may be subject 
to risks and uncertainties that could cause the actual results to differ materially from these statements. For Syngenta, such 
risks and uncertainties include risks relating to legal proceedings, regulatory approvals, new product development, 
increasing competition, customer credit risk, general economic and market conditions, compliance and remediation, 
intellectual property rights, implementation of organizational changes, impairment of intangible assets, consumer 
perceptions of genetically modified crops and organisms or crop protection chemicals, climatic variations, fluctuations in 
exchange rates and/or commodity prices, single source supply arrangements, political uncertainty, natural disasters, and 
breaches of data security or other disruptions of information technology. Syngenta assumes no obligation to update forward-
looking statements to reflect actual results, changed assumptions or other factors. 
©2022 Syngenta. Rosentalstrasse 67, 4058 Basel, Switzerland.   
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