
 

 

 

Syngenta adds new directors to the Board 
 

Basel / Switzerland, November 5, 2018. Following an Extraordinary Meeting of Shareholders 

today, it was announced that ChemChina has appointed two additional Directors to the Board of 

Syngenta. Following these appointments the Board comprises six ChemChina appointed 

Directors and four Independent Directors.  

Paul Fribourg, Chairman and Chief Executive Officer of Continental Grain Company, will join the 

Board as a Non-Executive Director. Paul has held his current role at Continental Grain since 

1997. Prior to that he held senior management, commercial and commodity trading roles with 

the company in the United States and Europe beginning in 1976. He holds a Bachelors’ Degree 

from Amherst College and is a graduate of Harvard Business School’s Advanced Management 

Program. Paul also serves on the boards of Continental Grain Company, Estée Lauder, 

Restaurant Brands International and Apollo Global Management, LLC.  

Erik Fyrwald, Chief Executive Officer of Syngenta, will join the Board as an Executive Director.  

Erik joined Syngenta as Chief Executive in June 2016. Prior to Syngenta, Erik served as CEO of 

Univar from 2012-2016 and CEO of Nalco from 2008-2012. Prior to Nalco, Erik spent 27 years 

at DuPont, including 5 years as Group Vice President of DuPont Agriculture and Nutrition. Erik 

also serves on the boards of Eli Lilly and Crop Life International and he is the Chairman of the 

Board of the Syngenta Foundation for Sustainable Agriculture.  

Syngenta Chairman, Gaoning (Frank) Ning said: “We welcome both Paul and Erik onto the 

Board of Directors. Paul has spent his career in the agriculture and food sector and will help our 

connectivity through the food value chain. Erik will strengthen the connection of the board to 

Syngenta’s Executive leaders.”  

 

 

About Syngenta 

Syngenta is a leading agriculture company helping to improve global food security by enabling millions of 

farmers to make better use of available resources. Through world class science and innovative crop 

solutions, our 28,000 people in over 90 countries are working to transform how crops are grown. We are 

committed to rescuing land from degradation, enhancing biodiversity and revitalizing rural communities. 

To learn more visit www.syngenta.com and www.goodgrowthplan.com. Follow us on Twitter® at 

www.twitter.com/Syngenta. 
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Contact Information 

Media Relations Central Line 
+41 61 323 23 23  
media.relations@syngenta.com 

 
Head of External Affairs 
Andrew McConville (Switzerland) 
+41 79 760 3777 

 
Head of Corporate Communications U.S. 
Paul Minehart 
+1 202 737 89 13 

 

Cautionary Statement Regarding Forward-Looking Statements 

This document contains forward-looking statements, which can be identified by terminology such as ‘expect’, ‘would’, 

‘will’, ‘potential’, ‘plans’, ‘prospects’, ‘estimated’, ‘aiming’, ‘on track’ and similar expressions. Such statements may be 

subject to risks and uncertainties that could cause the actual results to differ materially from these statements. For 

Syngenta, such risks and uncertainties include risks relating to legal proceedings, regulatory approvals, new product 

development, increasing competition, customer credit risk, general economic and market conditions, compliance and 

remediation, intellectual property rights, implementation of organizational changes, impairment of intangible assets, 

consumer perceptions of genetically modified crops and organisms or crop protection chemicals, climatic variations, 

fluctuations in exchange rates and/or commodity prices, single source supply arrangements, political uncertainty, 

natural disasters, and breaches of data security or other disruptions of information technology. Syngenta assumes no 

obligation to update forward-looking statements to reflect actual results, changed assumptions or other factors. 
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